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South Africa - Weather

SOUTH AFRICA : Frequent rainfall will persist for eastern South Africa through the end of next week. 

The rain will keep soil moisture at adequate to excessive levels in the main production areas. Flash 

flooding will be possible through early next week, though no significant damage is expected. Crop 

development conditions will remain favorable. Central South Africa will have a few opportunities for 

erratic rainfall through the end of next week as well. The rain will help maintain a good environment 

for aggressive growth. Western South Africa will only have a few opportunities for light rain and will 

gradually dry down. • Eastern South Africa will see several waves of rain during the coming week o 

Some of the most significant rain will occur today and Friday as an upper-level disturbance remains 

over the country o Periods of rain will continue on a frequent basis Sunday into next week o Moisture 

totals by next Friday morning will range from 1.50-5.00” with local amounts over 6.00” in eastern 

Limpopo and northeastern Mpumalanga • Central South Africa will also have a few opportunities for 

rain during the coming week o Much of the precipitation will occur through Sunday morning with more 

light precipitation possible later next week
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United States of America - Weather

U.S. MIDWEST : A quiet weather pattern will be in place through much of the next two weeks, but two 

well-organized storm systems will bring enough precipitation to areas from the southwestern to the 

eastern Corn Belt that much of the region will be left with wet soils. o The first storm system will cross 

the region Tuesday into Thursday with the southwestern to the eastern Corn Belt wettest while a band 

of heavy snow may occur from parts of the southwestern Corn Belt to Wisconsin. o The next storm 

system should affect the region Feb. 19-21 with confidence for the details of this event low.

U.S. DELTA : Regular rounds of significant precipitation will occur through Thursday in the Southeast 

and rain Tuesday into Thursday in the Delta will cause local flooding to increase with many areas left 

vulnerable to serious flooding if a heavy rain event were to occur in later this month. o Drier weather 

advertised for Feb. 17-24 will be important in allowing rivers and streams to recede as well as for 

improving conditions for early-season fieldwork.
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South America - Weather

BRAZIL:  Frequent rounds of showers and thunderstorms will occur during the next two weeks from 

Mato Grosso and Mato Grosso do Sul to Goias, southern Minas Gerais, Sao Paulo, and northern 

Parana where harvesting of soybeans and planting of Safrinha corn will be slowed. Some fieldwork will 

advance around the rain, but longer stretches of dry weather will be needed soon to ensure soybeans 

are harvested in time to allow the Safrinha corn crop to be planted during the favorable period. Rain 

will be lighter and less frequent in surrounding areas where enough precipitation is expected to 

favorably support the needs of crops.

ARGENTINA : Argentina will see hot temperatures and little rain this week leading to significant crop 

stress in the drier areas of north while most other areas should have enough soil moisture to prevent 

serious stress from occurring right away. o Central and northern Santa Fe and Santiago del Estero to 

Corrientes and Entre Rios will see the greatest crop stress as soil moisture there is already short and 

high temperatures will often be 100 to 104 with some highs in the 104-106 range.
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Europe, New Zealand and Australia - Weather

Some local amounts of 1.00 to 2.00 inches mainly in eastern areas • Not much precipitation is likely in the second week, Feb. 3 – 10 o Below average total moisture is expected across most of the region

AUSTRALIA : Unusually hot and mostly dry weather will still rapidly deplete topsoil moisture in eastern Australia in the first week of the outlook. This will continue to lead to increasing crop stress in unirrigated fields and 

will raise the need for greater rainfall. This unusually hot and mostly dry pattern may then still continue in a majority of the second week of the outlook as well.
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