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South Africa - Weather

SOUTH AFRICA : The eastern half of South Africa will continue to see a mix of rain and sunshine 

through the middle of next week. The periods of rain will potentially slow or delay maturation and 

harvesting, though producers will have opportunities to get into the fields during the next few days. 

Western South Africa will otherwise be drier biased and will see a good environment for aggressive 

harvesting. Eastern South Africa will see a mix of rain and sunshine through the middle of next week o 

Other than a few isolated showers, the region will be mostly dry through Friday o A disturbance will 

promote more widespread rain this weekend into early Tuesday o Moisture totals by next Wednesday 

morning will range from 0.75-3.00” and locally greater amounts • Western South Africa will be drier 

biased during the coming week o Any rain that occurs will be lost to evaporation • Eastern South Africa 

will again have opportunities for light and erratic rain April 13 – 19 o Western South Africa will be drier 

biased
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United States of America - Weather

U.S. MIDWEST : The Midwest will see several rounds of well-organized precipitation during the next 

two weeks that should not bring enough moisture to prevent at least some fieldwork from advancing 

in many areas with exceptions in the far northwest where a deep snowpack is still in place. o An 

extended period of time will be needed to melt the snow in the far northwest and then dry out the 

fields enough for farming activity to begin.

U.S. DELTA : The central and southern Delta into most of the Southeast will see frequent, and 

sometimes heavy, rain through Sunday keeping fieldwork sluggish in many areas while some flooding 

should result with the central and southern Delta to northwestern Alabama wettest. o Outside of rain 

today, the northern Delta will miss much of the rain other areas receive through Sunday and fieldwork 

should steadily increase starting Thursday.
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South America - Weather

BRAZIL:  Much of Brazil and Paraguay will see a mix of rain and sunshine during the next ten days with 

adequate breaks between rounds of rain to allow fieldwork to advance and to reduce the risk of crop 

quality declines while the moisture will be good for Safrinha corn development. If seasonal rains come 

to an end normally this year, Safrinha corn yields should be reduced as a significant portion of the crop 

was or will be planted later than the end of February which is the end of the favorable planting period. 

• Shower activity will diminish Apr. 16-19 and fieldwork should quickly become aggressive in many 

areas.

ARGENTINA : Rain will be infrequent enough during the next two weeks to allow for fieldwork to 

advance well with temporary interruptions to fieldwork likely to result from showers in the west and 

north into Friday and rain in much of the country Tuesday through Thursday of next week.
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Europe, New Zealand and Australia - Weather

EUROPE : Dryness in Spain and Portugal will be most pronounced over the next ten days two weeks along with neighboring North Africa. The remainder of Europe will receive rain and some of it will be sufficient to 

saturate soil or maintain wet conditions possibly inducing a little delay to early season fieldwork. Warm temperatures in Western Europe will stimulate new winter crop development and raise soil temperatures in the 

southwest for early season planting.

AUSTRALIA : Net drying is still likely for much of eastern Australia in the first week of the outlook. Temperatures will often be above average again as well; though, cooling is expected later this week. The low amounts of 

rain will be beneficial for crop maturation and cotton quality, and the greatest rain is expected in Victoria and far southeastern New South Wales. Planting of winter crops will begin late this month in southern parts of the 

nation which raises the need for additional precipitation in the next few weeks, including Western Australia, South Australia, and Victoria.
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